THE TOLTECS AND AZTECS              169
the constellation passed the zenith, time would con-
tinue, and Immediately thereafter there was great re-
joicing,, Gods were placated by wholesale human
sacrifices, fires being kindled by friction upon the?
breasts of the victims, and the hearts and bodies
being consumed as the flames spread. The hearth
fires, which had been allowed to go out, were re-
kindled from the sacred fires of the temples, and life
was again resumed.
Originally the birth-cycle of two hundred and sixty
days was a lunar cycle and bore the names of thirteen
moons and formed a portion of the civil calendar;
but later It had nothing In common with the civil cal-
ender, the lunar names were abandoned, It was used
only for religious purposes, and the days were desig-
nated by numbers from one to thirteen. In this con-
nection it is interesting to note the frequent
recurrence of thirteen In calendrlcal, religious and
other matters of the Aztecs and other ancient
American races. Nearly all the prophecies were
based on that number; it was considered a
sacred and lucky number, and throughout Aztec,
Mayan and Incan myths and legends we find
it appearing with great frequency. No doubt the
mysticism of thirteen arose from the original lunar
year of thirteen moons, but It Is rather strange that
these early Americans regarded thirteen from the
opposite point of view of all the European races.
In science the Aztecs were not far advanced, aside
from their calendrical system and their architectural
attainments. Mainly their science, so-called, con-
sisted of astrology and divination, the priests claim-
ing to be able to foretell the futures of newly born